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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is to

conserve the specific names Termes serratus Froggatt, 1898 (currently Micro-

cerotermes serratus) and Termes serrula Desneux, 1904 (currently Microcerotermes

serrula) (Isoptera, termitinae) for two species of termite. Both names are currently

invalid: T. serratus Froggatt, 1898 is a junior primary homonym of T. serratus

Haviland, 1898 and T. serrula Desneux, 1904 is an unjustified replacement name for

T. serratus Haviland, 1898. However, the name T. serratus Froggatt has been used

since its publication to refer to an Australian termite species, while the name T.

serrula Desneux, 1904 has been used since its publication to refer to a species from

Southeast Asia. Roisin & Pasteels (2000) proposed that the name T. serratus

Froggatt, 1898 should be replaced with T. parviceps Mjoberg, 1920, its earliest

synonym, and that the name T. serrula Desneux, 1904 should be replaced with T.

serratus Haviland, 1898. However, these corrections would result in considerable

confusion and nomenclatural instability, and it is therefore proposed that the specific

names be conserved.
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1. Haviland (1898, p. 403) described a commonwood-feeding termite from Borneo

as Termes serratus. The date of publication was 1st April 1898.

2. Froggatt (1898, p. 731) described Termes serratus, a common species from

Australia. The volume is dated 1897, but the actual date of publication was 4th June

1898 (see Watson et al., 1998, p. 232; Roisin & Pasteels, 2000, p. 165). Therefore

Termes serratus Froggatt, 1898 is a junior primary homonym of Termes serratus

Haviland, 1898.

3. Desneux (1904, p. 45), probably misled by the confusion over the year of

publication (see para. 2), considered Termes serratus Froggatt, 1898 to have priority,

and thus proposed Termes serrula as a nomen novum for T serratus Haviland, 1898.

Holmgren (1911, p. 461) transferred T serratus Haviland, 1898 to Microcerotermes

and later Holmgren (1913, p. 262) adopted M. serrula (Desneux. 1904) as the valid

name for this species. The binomen Microcerotermes serrula (Desneux, 1904) has

since been widely accepted and used extensively to identify this species which is now
known to occur in Borneo, Sumatra and Peninsular Malaysia (Snyder, 1949, p. 145;
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Ahmad, 1958, p. 167; Thapa, 1981, p. 172; Tho, 1992, p. 92; Eggleton et al., 1999,

p. 1795; Jones & Prasetyo, 2002, p. 121; Jones et al., 2003, appendix; Gathorne-

Hardy, 2004, p. 120).

4. Silvestri (1909, p. 304) transferred Termes serratus Froggatt, 1898 to Microcero-

termes, and this binomen was adopted by Mjoberg (1920, p. 105), Hill (1942, p. 41 1),

Snyder (1949, p. 145), Perry et al. (1985, p. 69), Watson & Abbey (1993, p. 123),

Watson et al. (1998, p. 232). Barnacle et al. (1992, p. 36) confirmed the status of

Termes serratus Froggatt, 1898 as a pest of wooden railway sleepers, and the name
has also been used in the ecological literature to identify this widespread Australian

species (Ratcliffe et al, 1952, p. 115; Gay & Calaby, 1970, p. 431; Holt et al., 1993,

p. 314).

5. Mjoberg (1920, p. 103) described Microcerotermes parviceps from Austraha.

However, Hill (1942, p. 442) considered M. parviceps Mjoberg, 1920 to be a

junior synonym of M. serratus (Froggatt, 1898), an opinion supported by Snyder

(1949, p. 145) and Watson et al. (1998, p. 232). Apart from Hill (1927, p. 70)

and Roisin & Pasteels (2000, p. 166, but see para. 6 below), the name M.

parviceps Mjoberg, 1920 has never been used as valid in the literature since its

publication.

6. Roisin & Pasteels (2000, p. 165) discovered the error over priority (see paras. 1

and 2) and proposed the following corrections under Articles 53.3 (Homonyms in

the species group), 57.2 (Primary homonyms) and 60.2 (Junior homonyms with

synonyms) of the Code. Termes serratus Haviland, 1 April 1898 (currently Micro-

cerotermes serratus) is valid. Termes serratus Froggatt, 4 June 1898 (currently

Microcerotermes serratus) is invalid being a junior primary homonym of T. serratus

Haviland, 1898. Termes serrula Desneux, 1904 (currently Microcerotermes serrula) is

invalid being an unjustified replacement for T serratus Haviland, 1898. Microcero-

termes parviceps Mjoberg, 1920, replaces Microcerotermes serratus (Froggatt, 1898)

because it is the earliest synonym.

7. As noted in paras. 3 and 4 above, the names Microcerotermes serrula (Desneux,

1904) and M. serratus (Froggatt, 1898) are both currently in use for well-known and

common species in Southeast Asia and Australia respectively. These two taxa have

never been considered conspecific. Replacement of the name M. serrula (Desneux,

1904) by the valid but unused name M. serratus (Haviland, 1898) would cause

considerable confusion and may be misunderstood as implying that the Australian

species now occurs in Southeast Asia. Furthermore, the formally correct act of

replacing the name M. serratus (Froggatt, 1 898) with the valid but unused name M.

parviceps Mjoberg would also lead to confusion within the Australian termite fauna.

The corrections outlined in para. 6 would result in unnecessary confusion and

inconsistencies rather than nomenclatural stability. The case is therefore referred to

the Commission under Article 23.9.3 of the Code.

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary power:

(a) to suppress the specific name serratus Haviland, 1898, as published in the

binomen Termes serratus, and all uses of the name Termes serratus before

Froggatt, 1898 for the purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the

Principle of Homonymy;
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(b) to. rule that the specific name serrula Desneux, 1904, as published in the

binomen Termes serrula, is not invalid by reason of being an unjustified

replacement for the name Termes serratus Haviland, 1898;

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names:

(a) serratus Froggatt, 1898, as published in the binomen Termes serratus:

(b) serrula Desneux, 1 904, as published in the binomen Termes serrula (not

invalid by reason of being an unjustified replacement for the name Termes

serratus Haviland, 1898, as ruled in {l)(b) above);

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in

Zoology the name serratus Haviland, 1898, as published in the binomen

Termes serratus and as suppressed in {l)(a) above.
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